Problem

How do | write a command help in Shell script (bash)?

Solution



Mainly the strategy is:
1. Create a printUsage function.

2. Use getopt to verify the paraneters that need argunents.
3. Wth getopt switch the list of paraneter.

Here is a brief example:

function printUsage {
echo "One line description of the comrmand”
echo ""
echo "Usage: ~basenane $0° [ ANY_MANDATORY_ARGUMENTS] [ OPTI ONS] "
echo "Options: "

echo " -0 | -option OPT_ARGUMENT description of the option and its argunent”
echo " -a | -another description of the option"
echo " -h | -help prints this help and exits"

}
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export POSI XLY_CORRECT=1

#this are the options, when the options need an argunent, the : is placed next to the option
$LONGOPTS=0pt i on:, anot her, hel p
$SHORTOPTS=0: ah

getopt -n “basenanme $0° -Q -u -a -1 $LONGOPTS $SHORTOPTS "$@ || {

print Usage
exit 1;
}
“getopt -u -a -1 $LONGOPTS $SHORTOPTS "$@°
while :
do
case "$1" in
--option) CL_OPTION=$2 ; shift ;;
-0) CL_OPTION=$2 ; shift ;;
- -anot her) CL_ANOTHER=t r ue ;;
--a) CL_ANOTHER=t r ue ;;
- - hel p) CL_HELP=true ;;
- h) CL_HELP=true ;;
--) break ;;
esac
shift
done
shift
#
# (Note: Rest of command line nowin $@)
#
# restore

export POSI XLY_CORRECT=
unset POSI XLY_CORRECT

if [ "$CL_HELP" ] ; then
print Usage
exit 1

fi
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Things to consider when using 'getopt":

* |f the script needs an argument of the form: "a string with spaces", getopt interpret the argument as "a", discarding the rest of the string. For that kind
of cases, is useful to use getopts, although the use is diferent from the example above. Also, getopts doesn't accept option like words, just letters.

-- CarlitaParedes - 27 Jun 2006

Related articles

How can more people do development with ACS on the same machine without disturbing each other?
Which ports are used by ACS?
Problems connecting to ACS servers on a remote machine: bad /etc/hosts
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®* Why does the getComponent method of ZLegacy/ACS.ContainerServices return an object of type None?


https://ictwiki.alma.cl/twiki/bin/edit/Main/CarlitaParedes?topicparent=Main.FAQWritingCommandHelpBash;nowysiwyg=0
https://confluence.alma.cl/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=54002502
https://confluence.alma.cl/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=54002759
https://confluence.alma.cl/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=54002506
https://confluence.alma.cl/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=54003254

® Why are some of my print statements not showing up in the container output section of acscommandcenter?


https://confluence.alma.cl/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=54003317
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